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Our first target is to get you around a 550. Use this chart to figure our the total number of questions you will be allowed to omit come 
test day.

Strategies covered.
Using the answer choices. 
The first strategy we covered was using the answer choices to help us solve. Please remember that in order to use this strategy the 
problem must meet this construction:

The question is asking you for the value of a single variable and the all of the answer choices are numeric.

Reference problem number 7 on pg. 797 as seen below:
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We covered solving a question by substituting in your own values for the variables in the problem.  Remember that the problem 
must have answer choices in expressional format written in the same variables as used in the text of the question 

Here is the proper protocol:
• write down the values of your choosing
• reread the problem using the values you chose
• solve the problem on your own, circle your answer.
• substitute the values you chose for the variables back into the answer choices and evaluate each one
• circle the answer choice whose value matched that of your answer

Reference problem number 18 on pg. 585 as seen below:

Keywords Used for Translation
Words you should remember for translating English statements into 

 : Per => Division

 : Of => Multiplication (when in conjunction with a fraction)

 : Is => Equals

Remember how to use the statement “in terms of”

From left to right you have:

 : 5p in terms of q

 : 13l in terms of n

 : 2a + b in terms of c

 : xy in terms of z
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must reverse the sign. Reference problem number 12 from Lesson 1.

Translating Word Problems with Relationships

Remember that when you read a word problem that presents certain items that are all related to one another. The general rule will be 
that the first relationships that is defined will tell you what variable the rest of the item will be written in terms of. Do not forget to 
write down the initial variable defined simply, as itself. Refer to problem 18 from Lesson 1.

System of Equations
When you are multiple euqations with multiple variables on one side of the equal sign, think to use elimination. Alternatively when 
you have multiple equations with multiple variables, you can think to use substitution. Use whatever you are most confortable using is 
the best method. Reference problem 22 form Lesson 1.
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When you see the difference of two squares remember to factor it out. Dont forget all that we have covered up to then i.e. substitution 
/ elimination.

Alternatively. If you see two polynomials next to eachother, don’t forget to foil it. See problem 26 from Lesson 1.

This is a good time to recap our Rules of Exponents.  You must ALWAYS have the same base before working with exponents.

• x x xa b a b$ = +

• /x x xa b a b= -

• ( )x xa b ab=

• x x
1n
n=-

• x x2
1
=

• x mn
m n=

• ( )xy x yn n n=

• x 10 =
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• When we see function notation such as ( )f x x2 7= + , we are simply giving the function a name ( )f  so that we can refer 

to it, and indicating that the output of the function is dependent on the variable x.
• When we’re told that ( )f x y= , that simply means that ( , )x y  lies on the graph of ( )f x .  When we’re asked for ( )f 3 , 

plug in (3) for x to the initial equation and simplify.  DON’T forget to substitute the parentheses!

Direct and Inverse Relations / Proportions:
If x and y are directly proportional to one another, then y kx= , where k is a constant. As y gets larger, as does x.

If x is inversely proportional to y, then y x
k= , where k is a constant. As x gets larger, y gets smaller.

If two values are proportional besides x and y, you may replace them with x and y in the correct equation.

Sometimes, the exam will ask you to make two quantities proportional to one another. Rewrite an equality in one variable, and use the 
rules of exponents to manipulate until it is in the form the exam wants.

Diagnoals in Cubes
When asked to find the diagonal inside of a cube you must remember that you will have to do a series of two pythagorean theorem 
problems in order to solve. First step will be to find the legth of the base, then once you know that dimention you can use that to set up 
your final pythagorean theorem equation and solve for the diagnoal.
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Often times if you are presented with a problem that gives you an equation of a line or a parabola and you are given or can determine a 
point that lies on the function, you will likely have to substitute that point back into the given equation to solve.
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Homework!
1) Finish Waves 1 and 2 on pg. 261 of The SAT Manual.

• Limit yourself to 40 minutes.
• Check your answers when you are finished.
• Answers are found in the blue book directly after the closest section number 10.
• Mark on page 261 any questions you have.

2) Take Lesson 1 Quiz on pg. 70 of The SAT Manual.

• Limit yourself to 25 minutes.
• Message me as soon as you are finishsed.
• Due by Wednesday

3) Take Test 3 in Blue Book

• Section 2 - Tomorrow pg 514 (1-20) - 25 minutes aim to get 13 correct 1-20 (easy - hard) 
• Section 5 - Friday pg 525 (1-18) - 25 minutes aim to get 11 correct 1-8 (easy - hard) 9-18 (easy - hard)  
• Section 8 - Sunday AM pg 543 (1-16) - 20 minutes aim to get 10 correct 1-16 (easy - hard)

4) Take May 2014 Test I sent you in LUA


